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hd touches his highest point, when he does his
best, or even, under a sudden inspiration and ex-
citement, something better than his best, and to
which, he can never again attain. At the moment
it is often impossible to detect this point, but when
the man and his career have passed into history,
and we can survey it all spread out before us like
a map, the pinnacle of success can easily be dis-
covered. The reply to Hayne was the zenith of
Mr. Webster's life, and it is the place of all others
where it is fit to pause and study him as a parlia-
mentary orator and as a master of eloquence.

Before attempting, however, to analyze wha.t
he said, let us strive to recall for a moment the
scene of his great triumph. On the morning of
the memorable day, the senate chamber was packed
by an eager and excited crowd. Every seat on the
floor and in the galleries was occupied, and all the
available standing-room was filled. The protracted
debate, conducted with so much ability on both,
sides, had excited the attention oE the whole
country, and had given time for the arrival of
hundreds of interested spectators from all parta
of the Union, and especially from New England.
The fierce attacks of the Southern leaders had
angered and alarmed the people of the North.
They longed with an intense longing to have
these assaults met and repelled, and yet they
could not believe that this apparently desperate
{eat could be successfully accomplished. Men oi